Accuracy of an electronic apex locator: a clinical evaluation in maxillary molars.
Identifying the point of apical termination in endodontic therapy is of indisputable importance. In this study, the accuracy of an electronic apex locator was clinically evaluated in 26 maxillary molar teeth, and comparisons were made to the radiographic and direct anatomical measurements of tooth length. The results indicated that a higher percentage of acceptable measurements were obtained by the radiographic method as compared with the electronic method (88.5% to 73.1%). Additionally, inaccurate electronic estimates were long in every instance. The results of this study do not support the replacement of radiographs with electronic devices in endodontic therapy.